
PHILANTHROPY AND FAITH: A Series of Conversations

Tuesday, December 9, 2008

Session IV: 
Philanthropy, Faith, and Individual Giving
Agenda

8:30am – 9:00am 
Refreshments
9:00am – 9:15am
Welcome 
Asia Hadley, Training Coordinator, The Foundation Center - Atlanta

Moderator
Alicia Philipp, President, The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta

9:15am – 10:30am
Panel Discussion
Dorothy Davidson Cohen, M.Ed.

Dave Markert

Wendy Moore

Sunny Park
10:30am – 10:45am
Questions and Answers 
10:45am – 11:00am
Evaluation and Wrap-up
11:00am 

Adjourn

This event was made possible by a grant from The Georgia Humanities Council.
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Philanthropy and Faith

A Joint Initiative of The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta 
and the Foundation Center – Atlanta

In 2005, Ambassador James Joseph, Professor of the Practice of Public Policy Studies, Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy at Duke University, made a presentation on faith and philanthropy, exploring the linkages between spirituality and social action.  This program, co-sponsored by The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, the Foundation Center – Atlanta, and the Southeastern Council of Foundations, drew a large audience of over 130 people from the philanthropic, nonprofit, and faith communities.  To follow-up on the public interest in this topic, The Community Foundation and the Foundation Center are again joining forces to present a four-part series called “Philanthropy and Faith.”  
Goals

The goal of the series is to bring the various members of the nonprofit community – nonprofit organizations, grantmakers, faith leaders – and the public at large together to engage in dialogue about the intersection of faith and philanthropy.  We hope to create several opportunities for dialogue and exchange, and to bring various organizations, individuals, and members of the faith communities together to enhance their understanding of faith in meeting the needs of the underserved.  Through a series of meetings that will take place throughout 2008, we will engage various constituencies in a series of conversations about the interpretation of philanthropy in diverse faiths and the intersection of philanthropy and faith in service, public policy and through individual experiences.  When possible, we plan to tape presentations and make available as a print transcript and/or a webcast.  

Our specific objectives are to increase the knowledge of the nonprofit sector of various faith communities—the role that each community plays in society, in general; and the importance of faith, in particular in social services, race, public policy and philanthropy.

About the Sponsors

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community partners to make philanthropy happen. We do this by working directly with donors and their families to discover their philanthropic passion; supporting nonprofits in our 23-county service area through grants and guidance; collaborating with community leaders and other partners to create innovative solutions to tough issues and building an endowment that will benefit our region today and for generations to come. Please visit our website at www.atlcf.org for more information.

The Foundation Center – Atlanta
For more than 50 years, the Foundation Center, headquartered in New York, has played a vital role in our communities, strengthening our nation's nonprofit sector by advancing knowledge about philanthropy. At our Atlanta library/learning center, we provide grantseekers and grantmakers with the tools that will help them build their capacity to achieve their missions. Conveniently located near Woodruff Park and Georgia State University, the Atlanta library/learning center also serves as a meeting ground for those in the nonprofit sector in our area, bringing people together for learning and discussion. More than 7,000 people visit us each year, and 6,500 are served by programs we offer elsewhere in the area.
The Georgia Humanities Council

The Philanthropy and Faith Series is supported in part by the Georgia Humanities Council, which is funded through the National Endowment for the Humanities, through appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly, and through contributions from the public.  

About the Participants
Session IV: Philanthropy, Faith, and Individual Giving
Panelists
Dorothy Davidson Cohen, M.Ed. is a registered mediator, marriage and family therapist and a professional counselor.  She graduated with a B.A. in Speech Pathology and Audiology from the University of Maryland and she earned her M. Ed. in Rehabilitation Counseling from Georgia State University. She is an extensive community volunteer and has also served on the Board of Directors of many local organizations, including Visiting Nurse Association of Metro Atlanta, Inc., Jewish Family Services, Inc., Visiting Nurse Health System, Ahavath Achim Synagogue, Hillside, Inc. and The Link Counseling Center. Dorothy and her husband, Dr. Sheldon Cohen, have 3 children, Steve, Bruce and Andrea and 3 grandchildren, Ari, Naomi and Simon. She also serves as fund advisor, with her husband, to the Dorothy and Sheldon Cohen Family Fund at The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta.
Dave Markert has been involved in creating, operating, and growing a number of successful companies in the Healthcare, Computer Technology and Internet industries for the past 20 years. Leveraging the best approaches in marketing, advertising and distribution channels, Dave knows what it takes to bring a product to the marketplace, and generate volumes of satisfied customers. 

Currently, Dave serves as Chief Marketing Officer for ScreamFree Living, the organization that is calming the world, one relationship at a time.  Dave is an avid funder and fundraiser for worthy causes, including Greater Atlanta Christian School, St. Vincent De Paul Society, Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and many others.  He also serves on boards for The St. Vincent De Paul Society of Atlanta, and the Atlanta Community Foundation, and is Steering Committee and Fundraising chairperson for St. Monica’s Catholic Church in Duluth Georgia.  

Dave and his wife Dorothy have three children, Dave Jr., Dana, and Delaney, and have also been legacy society members and fund advisors for the David and Dorothy Markert fund at the Atlanta Community Foundation for nearly 10 years. 
Wendy Moore is the former Assistant Director of Buckhead Christian Ministry with responsibility for assistance programs and volunteers from 1995 to 1997.  She worked on the administrative staff from 1992-1994 and served twice as acting director.  She is currently a volunteer on special projects and serves on the steering committee to open a thrift store.  Previous professional experience included caseworker, Fulton County Family and Children’s Services.

A 40-year member of Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Ms. Moore is a church Elder.  She  served on the Session’s Community Concerns Committee  and was  head of the Community Outreach Committee in 2001. She is an Honorary Life Member of Presbyterian Women, and has worked on many outreach projects including Habitat for Humanity, Atlanta Union Mission, Peachtree Outreach Kindergarten and FCS Urban Ministries. Ms. Moore served as a member of the Board of LifeGate Center, a counseling center.  She has traveled extensively on church missions to Malawi, Africa and Cuba.

Ms. Moore is a graduate of Georgia State University and has been married to William H. Moore, Jr. since 1968.  They have three children: Chris, Will and Margaret.  Additional community interests included Londonberry Garden Club (president 1983 and 1998), and Mary and Martha’s Place.  During her children’s school years, Ms. Moore participated in PTA and Boy scout activities.

Sunny Park, USO Patriot Award recipient and one of Most Influential Atlantans (JAMES Magazine and Atlanta Business Chronicle) in 2005, 06, 07 and 08 is CEO of General Building Maintenance, Global Sun Investments and founder of One Georgia Bank. Mr. Park, native of South Korea arrived in the United States in 1974 with no money; now, as an indicator of his business acumen, has successfully achieved his goal of paying $1 million in annual income tax.
General Building Maintenance (GBMweb.com), founded by Mr. Park in 1983, is a nationwide building maintenance services provider with branch operations in 18 major U.S. cities. Since 1986, Mr. Park’s Global Sun Investments has been investing in and developing land in Georgia and Florida for retail shopping centers, a residential subdivision, and an office complex. He successfully assisted Morgan Stanley Real Estate in investing in Asian real estate, and has also invested in Japanese real estate with Aetos Capital Fund of New York.

Mr. Park is vice chairman of the Georgia Ports Authority (GaPorts.com), he is a presidential elector of Georgia, as well as serving on the White House Commission on Asian Americans. Mr. Park is former president of the National Korean American Federation and chairman of the 1991 Overseas Korean Conference in Berlin, Germany. In 1996, he founded the America Korea Friendship Society to increase understanding between the two nations.


To encourage fellow immigrants to become active in community affairs, Mr. Park founded the Good Neighboring Foundation (GoodNeighboring.org). With the program “If Sunny Can, I Can,” he mentors high school dropouts at National Guard’s Youth Challenge Programs (NgYcp.org) and the Youth Foundation presented him the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007. He presented the commencement speeches to Class 2006 of Kennesaw State University and Class 2007 of Berry College.

The Daughters of the American Revolution recognized Mr. Park’s volunteer work with the Americanism Medal (2006), and the National Guards Association presented Mr. Park with the distinguished Patrick Henry Trophy (2006) and Lifetime Achievement Award (2007) for his decade-long efforts for high school dropouts in six states. The president of Korea has presented Mr. Park with the National Peoples Merit medal (1998). Other accolades include the Small Businessman of the Year award from the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce (1992) and the Entrepreneur of the Year award (2000) from Women Looking Ahead magazine. He is a laureate of the Atlanta Business Hall of Fame, inducted in 2004 by Junior Achievement of Georgia and received VanLandingham Commitment to Education Award from Georgia Council on Economic Education.

Mr. Park’s current board memberships include Berry College (Berry.edu), Good Neighboring Foundation (GoodNeighboring.org), Georgia Ports Authority (GaPorts.org), Junior Achievement of Georgia (Georgia.JA.org), Georgia Public Policy Foundation (Gppf.org), National Museum of Patriotism (MuseumofPatriotism.org), PBA–Public TV/Radio (wabe.org), Shepherd Center (Shepherd.org), and USO Council of Georgia (USO.org), UNICEF-US-Southeast (unicefusa.org), Emory University and Kennesaw State University.

Mr. Park attended Indiana University Purdue University at Indianapolis, the Kellogg School of Management, and the U.S. Army War College National Security Seminars. 
Moderator
Alicia Philipp is president of The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, Inc., one of the largest and fastest growing philanthropic service organizations in the country. With assets of nearly $800 million, The Community Foundation connects nonprofits, donors and community leaders to make philanthropy happen in the 23-county region of metro Atlanta.

Named in 2007 as one of the “100 Most Influential Atlantans” by the Atlanta Business Chronicle and winner of the 2008 Leadership Character Award for nonprofits by the Turknett Leadership Group, Philipp has led the Foundation’s grantmaking, fundraising and collaboration with donors, nonprofits and community leaders for the past 30 years. Under her leadership, The Community Foundation has grown from $7 million in 1977 to nearly $800 million today and facilitates more planned gifts than any other locally based nonprofit organization in the Southeast. In 2007 The Community Foundation provided approximately 4,600 grants totaling nearly $65 million to nonprofits in the areas of arts and culture, community development, civic affairs, education, health, religion and human services. 

Philipp is known as one of the industry’s leading contemporary voices on progressive community foundations and has driven The Community Foundation to become one of the top 20 community foundations in market value and top 10 in giving among the nation’s top 100. She has challenged the Foundation to think differently about the best ways to serve the larger community with a strategic focus on donor engagement and has watched donor-advised funds grow exponentially in recent years. The Community Foundation has served as an incubator for successful initiatives such as the Georgia Center for Nonprofits and the Atlanta Women’s Foundation and has also created other key initiatives including the Atlanta AIDS Partnership Fund, the Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund, the Metropolitan Atlanta Youth Opportunities Initiative and the Neighborhood Fund. 

Recently Philipp and The Community Foundation were honored to play a major role in The King Collection acquisition by bringing together government, corporate, education and philanthropic leaders to bring the extensive set of original writings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. back home to Atlanta. Also in 2006, The Community Foundation was recognized for achieving organizational and financial practices in accordance with the National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations to encourage accountability, transparency and integrity from community foundations across the country.  

Philipp is a member of the advisory committee of the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University and is also on the search committee for the Dean of Andrew Young School. National and regional leadership responsibilities include previous service as a board member of the Council on Foundations, the Southeastern Council of Foundations and Independent Sector. Additionally, she serves as a board member of Central Atlanta Progress and is a member of the Junior League, the International Women’s Forum and the Academy of Women Achievers. Philipp also serves in leadership capacities with the Philanthropic Collaborative for a Healthy Georgia, on the board of National Center of Family Philanthropy and on the committee of Family Foundations for the Council on Foundations.

Philipp has been recognized as an “Achiever” by the YMCA and received the “Roz Cohen Community Action Award” and the “Emory Medal,” Emory University’s highest honor for alumni. She has also been honored as one of the “Outstanding Young People of Atlanta,” and as one of the “Top Ten Women Managers” in the United States by Working Woman magazine.  

Philipp received a bachelor’s degree from Emory University and a master’s in business administration from Georgia State University.
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Bibliography
(Materials available at the Foundation Center – Atlanta) 

Blum, Debra E. "Donors wrestle with uncertainty over tax proposals and troubled economy". Chronicle of Philanthropy vol. 21 (16 October 2008) p. 10. 

Abstract: Discusses donor reactions to the proposed tax policies of the 2008 presidential candidate, and how these policies affect the amounts and timing of donor contributions. The Democrats assert that increased taxes for the wealthy will lead to a lower cost for making tax-deductible gifts, while Republicans argue that lower taxes will allow donors to have more money on hand for charitable donations. 

 
Craft, Michael. "Saving lives, one rent check at a time". Forbes vol. 182 (11 August 2008) p. 66, 68-70. 

Abstract: The article provides a profile of Modest Needs, a nonprofit that matches donors with individuals who seek small grants to cover temporary, unexpected, or emergency expenses. 

Subject File Number: 676

Feinschreiber, Steven. Smart giving : maximizing your charitable dollars through donations of appreciated stocks and mutual funds. Boston, MA: Fidelity Investments. 2007. 24 p. 

Abstract: This report suggests that 10 to 20 million households in the United States have the potential to reap significant additional tax savings by donating appreciated securities to charity instead of cash. 

Subject File Number: 957

Frank, Robert. Richistan : a journey through the American wealth boom and the lives of the new rich. New York, NY: Crown Publishers. 2007. 277 p. 

Call Number: 458 FRA

Generational differences in charitable giving and in motivations for giving. Indianapolis, IN: Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University. 2008. 8 p. 

Abstract: A report based on a March 2007 survey, which compares the giving characteristics of the Great (born before 1929), Silent (born 1929 to 1945), Boomer (born 1946 to 1963), X (born 1964 to 1981), and Millennial (born since 1981) generations. Examines rates of participation in charitable giving, average amounts given, and isolates the effects of generational and other differences upon giving. 

Subject File Number: 458

Gose, Ben. "Give and take : direct-giving web sites rely on fees to help cover costs". Chronicle of Philanthropy vol. 20 (7 August 2008) p. 6-8. 

Abstract: Examines the use of optional and mandatory fees by "peer-to-peer philanthropy" web sites such as GlobalGiving, DonorsChoose, and Kiva. The fees are intended to cover the groups' administrative costs, but some criticize the 10-25% fees for possibly discouraging small donors, while others feel that the fees should always be mandatory.

Gunderman, Richard B. We make a life by what we give. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 2008. ix, 202 p. 

Abstract: In these 22 essays, Gunderman considers the multiple facets of generosity and gratitude. With bibliographical references.

Call Number: 407 GUN 
Howard, Leslie. "Ten steps to an effective planned giving program". Advancing Philanthropy vol. 15 (May-June 2008) p. 67-8. 

Abstract: A gift-planning consultant offers her key tips on identifying potential legacy donors, developing a successful planned giving marketing program, and cultivating a stewardship program for established donors. 

Hrywna, Mark. "Community investment loans : an option in tight times". NonProfit Times vol. 22 (1 November 2008) p. 1, 8, 11. 

Abstract: An overview of community investment loans, which allow individuals to loan money to community-focused nonprofits and social enterprises through financial intermediaries. Donors can select the terms themselves, and receive the full sum with interest at the end of the loan's maturity. The article discusses the work of the Calvert Social Investment Foundation as an example. 

Subject File Number: 450 

Hrywna, Mark. "Donors want more: most are not extremely happy with nonprofit interactions". NonProfit Times vol. 22 (15 September 2008) p. 11, 13, 15. 

Abstract: Summarizes the results of Campbell Rinker's Great American Donor Survey, which compiled data from 3,400 charitable donors. The survey found that while most donors felt that their giving experience met their expectations, they were nonetheless largely underwhelmed by their dealings with nonprofits. The survey also analyzed the demographics, contribution amounts, and preferred causes of the donor sample. 

Subject File Number: 458
Indiana University. Center on Philanthropy. Patterns of household giving by income group, 2005. Indianapolis, IN: Indiana University. Center on Philanthropy. 2007. 39 p. 
Subject File Number: 458

James, Russell N., III;  Sharpe, Deanna L. "The nature and causes of the U-shaped charitable giving profile". Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly vol. 36 (June 2007) p. 218-38. 

Abstract: Provides an analysis of the U-shaped income-giving profile, where households in the higher and lower income ranges donate a higher proportion of their income. While traditional explanations focus on the impact of religion in lower income groups, this study indicates that the U-shape profile may also be explained by the giving of wealthier, retirement-aged households with low incomes. With bibliographical references. 

Klein, Kim. "Raising money in December : some myths and some methods". Grassroots Fundraising Journal vol. 27 (November-December 2008) p. 12-5. 

Abstract: Last-minute fundraising ideas for year-end giving. The author also discusses the advantages and disadvantages of seeking charitable donations in December. 

McKinnon, Harvey. The 11 questions every donor asks and the answers all donors crave : how you can inspire someone to give generously. Medfield, MA: Emerson & Church. 2008. 104 p. 

Call Number: 743 MCK QUE

Perry, Suzanne. "Paying it forward--and back". Chronicle of Philanthropy vol. 20 (4 September 2008) p. 6, 8-9. 

Abstract: Discusses the concerns of government leaders regarding tax deductions for charitable contributions. Some politicians argue that these deductions primarily benefit the wealthy while other taxpayers shoulder the cost. In addition, many criticize the fact that that large deductions are often tied to donations to large universities and arts institutions rather than charities which help the poor. As a result, some in Congress have expressed interest in eliminating or altering the tax code for charitable contributions. 

Reuther, Valerie. "Individual donor trends". Nonprofit Quarterly vol. v. 14, n. 3 (Fall 2007) p. 55-8. 

Abstract: This article focuses primarily upon the generation gap in donors. It is stated that while the baby boomer generation tends to be concerned with the mission and values of an organization, younger donors often think more about nonprofits' budgets, plans, and tactics. The article also notes that the younger generation of donors is increasingly interested in funding specific projects and becoming actively engaged in an organization's work.

Sargeant, Adrian;  Ford, John B.;  Hudson, Jane. "Charity brand personality : the relationship with giving behavior". Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly vol. 37 (September 2008) p. 468-91. 

Abstract: The authors explore the correlation between the "branding" of charities and the level of giving by donors. The research pinpoints which "personality" traits are seen as possessed by all charities in the sector, and which traits are seen only among individual charity brands. The study also notes which traits, such as performance or emotional engagement, cause an impact on donors' giving behavior.
Schervish, Paul G.;  Havens, John J. How do people leave bequests : family or philanthropic organizations?. Brookings Institution Press. 2008. 50 p. 

Abstract: Presents an alternative view to economic models of wealth transfer that explores how donors identify with the perceived needs of individuals and groups. The is a reprint from "Death and Dollars" by Alicia Munnell and Annika Sunden (eds.). 

Subject File Number: 408

Schervish, Paul G. The modern Medici : patterns, motivations and giving strategies of the wealthy. Boston College. Social Welfare Research Institute. 2000. 41 p. 

Abstract: Examines the connection between wealth and giving, explaining how specific aspects of this relationship will affect the "forthcoming golden age of philanthropy." Presented on January 20, 2000 as part of the University of Southern California Nonprofit Studies Center's "What's 'New' About New Philanthropy" forum. 

Subject File Number: 458

Schervish, Paul G. "Today's wealth holder and tomorrow's giving : the new dynamics of wealth and philanthropy". Journal of Gift Planning vol. 9 (3rd quarter, 2005) p. 15-37. 

Abstract: An analysis of spiritual and demographic trends that may influence donors to give larger portions of their wealth to charitable causes. 

Subject File Number: 408

The Wired Wealthy : Using the Internet to connect with your middle and major donors. Austin, TX: Convio Inc. 2008. 69 p. 

Abstract: A study of the charitable habits and attitudes of middle and major donors who use the Internet in their daily lives, based on a survey of "wired" individuals who gave a cumulative total of $1,000 or more to charity within a designated 18-month period. The study categorizes these web-savvy donors according to three distinct groups: relationship seekers, "all business" donors, and casual connectors. The appendix provides detailed survey results. 

Subject File Number: 676

Tempel, Eugene R.;  Osili, Una Okonkwo. "Immigrants and philanthropy : from green cards flow greenbacks via newest residents". NonProfit Times vol. 22 (15 May 2008) p. 13-4. 

Abstract: Explains how immigrant populations are participating in formal and informal forms of giving. 

Subject File Number: 157

Sentürk, Ömer Faruk. Charity in Islam : a comprehensive guide to zakat. Somerset, NJ: The Light, Inc.. 2007. x, 172 p. 

Abstract: This book elaborates on the practice of zakat as it is generally understood and performed in the Islam religion. Zakat is an obligatory act of worship, and "is the process where a certain amount of property or money is collected from those who are sufficiently endowed and then given to a needy group of people, with donors, recipients, and the proportion of required donations being clearly specified in both the Qur'an and Sunna." Chapters cover the benefits of zakat, possessions that are subject to this obligation, as well as how--and to whom--zakat is paid. Includes bibliographical references and index. 

Call Number: 409 SEN

Wilson, Thomas D. Winning gifts : make your donors feel like winners. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. 2008. xx, 316 p. 

Abstract: The book focuses primarily on techniques for soliciting individual donors and maintaining their loyalty to an organization. Case statements, recognition opportunities, and fundraising approaches are among the topics addressed by the author. Indexed. 

Call Number: 743 WIL WIN

Wright-Violich, Kim;  Geison, Christopher W. "A symphony of philanthropy". Trusts & Estates vol. 147 (February 2008) p. 22-7. 

Abstract: Compares various grantmaking vehicles including donor-advised funds, private foundations, charitable remainder trusts, and charitable lead trusts, and provides help in determining the situations in which each may be the best choice for individual donors. 

Subject File Number: 585
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