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Top 50 Recipients of Foundation Grants for Social Sciences, circa 1998*

Recipient Organization State Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. Urban Institute DC $22,781,419 42
2. Population Council NY 17,624,765 35
3. American Council of Learned Societies NY 12,114,214 16
4. Aspen Institute DC 9,708,699 35
5. University of Michigan MI 8,520,138 19
6. RAND Corporation CA 8,254,507 24
7. Social Science Research Council NY 6,574,329 17
8. Johns Hopkins University MD 6,323,585 19
9. International Longevity Center USA NY 5,460,001 1

10. Harvard University MA 5,156,698 45
11. Earlham College IN 5,066,000 2
12. Washington College MD 5,000,000 1
13. Salzburg Seminar in American Studies VT 4,601,600 9
14. University of California CA 4,450,894 34
15. Temple University PA 4,305,000 3
16. Princeton University NJ 4,252,796 19
17. Institute of International Education NY 4,035,400 4
18. Childrens Express Foundation DC 3,907,421 1
19. University of Chicago IL 3,899,628 34
20. H. John Heinz III Center for Science, Economics and the Environment DC 3,780,000 6
21. Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) DC 3,678,921 41
22. Columbia University NY 3,447,734 23
23. Monterey Institute of International Studies CA 3,237,500 13
24. Wexner Heritage Foundation OH 2,950,000 11
25. University of Minnesota MN 2,679,445 7
26. National Bureau of Economic Research MA 2,581,250 9
27. Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences CA 2,525,000 2
28. University of Southern California CA 2,252,313 7
29. American Federation for Aging Research (AFAR) NY 2,249,278 7
30. Washington University MO 2,244,850 8
31. University of Wisconsin WI 2,223,400 12
32. Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars DC 2,042,650 16
33. International Center for Research on Women DC 1,996,000 4
34. Intercollegiate Studies Institute DE 1,981,600 16
35. University of Texas TX 1,944,294 9
36. Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences Costa Rica 1,930,625 11
37. Santa Fe Institute NM 1,903,320 3
38. Institute for Advanced Study NJ 1,829,000 11
39. Aspen Institute CO 1,793,000 6
40. W G B H Educational Foundation MA 1,750,000 2
41. University of Notre Dame IN 1,727,147 5
42. Institute for Aegean Prehistory Study Center for East Crete NY 1,723,846 8
43. University of Pennsylvania PA 1,714,336 21
44. Stanford University CA 1,702,868 12
45. American Academy of Arts and Sciences MA 1,637,608 18
46. Population Services International DC 1,568,000 10
47. Michigan State University MI 1,525,200 8
48. Central American University Nicaragua 1,448,000 1
49. Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey NJ 1,390,600 6
50. University of Washington WA 1,386,750 6

Total $208,881,629 679

Source: The Foundation Center.
*Based on a national sample of 1,009 U.S. larger private and community foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total giving), 
grants of $10,000 or more. For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file. The 
search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for activities classified in this 
topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is included in Education, 
Higher Education, and Arts.
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