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Top 50 U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants for Elementary & Secondary Education, circa 1999*

Foundation Name State Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. The Annenberg Foundation PA $61,501,489 44
2. Walton Family Foundation, Inc. AR 16,857,485 75
3. The Ford Foundation NY 15,654,500 53
4. J. Bulow Campbell Foundation GA 15,100,000 8
5. Longwood Foundation, Inc. DE 12,519,515 14
6. W. K. Kellogg Foundation MI 11,868,526 52
7. The Pew Charitable Trusts PA 10,298,000 14
8. The David and Lucile Packard Foundation CA 9,682,318 76
9. The Starr Foundation NY 9,079,400 65

10. Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation GA 8,910,000 17
11. Connelly Foundation PA 8,537,077 88
12. The Ave Maria Foundation MI 7,813,645 11
13. Hiawatha Education Foundation MN 7,481,913 13
14. Oberkotter Foundation PA 7,261,267 18
15. The Freeman Foundation NY 7,187,964 46
16. The Colorado Trust CO 7,144,263 1
17. John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation IL 7,140,720 38
18. Charles Stewart Mott Foundation MI 6,846,663 35
19. Carnegie Corporation of New York NY 6,745,000 14
20. The Greater Kansas City Community Foundation and Affiliated Trusts MO 6,437,520 53
21. Houston Endowment Inc. TX 6,403,000 21
22. The Brown Foundation, Inc. TX 6,219,169 38
23. The Annie E. Casey Foundation MD 6,028,234 49
24. The Rockefeller Foundation NY 6,012,949 29
25. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation WA 5,731,953 8
26. The Joyce Foundation IL 5,722,777 23
27. Wallace-Readers Digest Funds NY 5,721,000 20
28. Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation IL 5,451,563 84
29. Lilly Endowment Inc. IN 5,393,108 35
30. SBC Foundation TX 5,392,841 73
31. The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Inc. WI 5,245,389 35
32. The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation CA 5,217,000 21
33. The Spencer Foundation IL 5,028,455 69
34. The Abell Foundation, Inc. MD 4,944,730 34
35. Howard Heinz Endowment PA 4,835,500 25
36. Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, Inc. GA 4,500,000 9
37. The Ahmanson Foundation CA 4,484,500 77
38. The F. J. O'Neill Charitable Corporation OH 4,477,000 31
39. Charles Hayden Foundation NY 4,364,000 40
40. The Skillman Foundation MI 4,350,900 12
41. Spencer T. and Ann W. Olin Foundation MO 4,187,003 8
42. AT&T Foundation NY 4,118,611 46
43. The Boston Foundation, Inc. MA 3,978,388 83
44. The James Irvine Foundation CA 3,965,000 13
45. The Danforth Foundation MO 3,928,437 45
46. Citigroup Foundation NY 3,888,000 84
47. Open Society Institute NY 3,871,415 25
48. GE Fund CT 3,780,627 48
49. Turrell Fund NJ 3,738,460 81
50. The Milken Family Foundation CA 3,736,071 14

Total $388,783,345 1,915

Source: The Foundation Center.

Note: Elementary and Secondary Education grants are also included in the Education table.

*Based on a national sample of 1,016 U.S. larger private and community foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total 
giving), grants of $10,000 or more. For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not 
included in the file. The search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient 
types for activities classified in this topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university 
for its arts program is included in Education, Higher Education, and Arts. 
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