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Top 50 Recipients of Foundation Grants for Higher Education, circa 1999*

Recipient Organization State Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. University of California CA $74,963,194 419
2. Harvard University MA 72,753,578 370
3. Stanford University CA 68,706,463 216
4. Duke University NC 58,892,326 128
5. Columbia University NY 58,003,888 243
6. Hispanic Scholarship Fund CA 51,701,550 38
7. University of Pennsylvania PA 50,368,864 206
8. Massachusetts Institute of Technology MA 43,104,994 103
9. Indiana University Foundation IN 40,909,716 28

10. University of Pittsburgh PA 35,232,535 117
11. University of Texas TX 34,617,082 258
12. American Indian College Fund CO 32,390,000 10
13. Yale University CT 31,977,024 155
14. Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology IN 29,654,115 1
15. Johns Hopkins University MD 28,330,629 155
16. Washington University MO 27,597,533 71
17. University of Michigan MI 27,161,738 168
18. Northwestern University IL 26,989,647 112
19. Emory University GA 26,334,532 59
20. Brown University RI 25,798,466 62
21. Cornell University NY 24,061,209 120
22. University of North Carolina NC 22,163,552 159
23. New York University NY 20,851,822 157
24. Dartmouth College NH 20,586,543 46
25. University of Washington WA 20,365,579 93
26. University of Chicago IL 20,039,120 117
27. Carnegie-Mellon University PA 19,688,582 86
28. Illinois Institute of Technology IL 19,306,650 23
29. University of Minnesota Foundation MN 19,190,127 56
30. Princeton University NJ 18,056,418 72
31. Georgetown University DC 17,884,065 64
32. Institute of International Education NY 16,287,600 17
33. University of Wisconsin WI 16,053,900 88
34. University of Utah UT 15,758,583 74
35. University of California at Los Angeles Foundation CA 14,810,329 51
36. United Negro College Fund VA 14,794,750 108
37. University of Arkansas AR 14,745,329 24
38. Case Western Reserve University OH 14,731,644 61
39. Georgia Institute of Technology GA 14,325,235 32
40. Westark Community College AR 14,193,939 1
41. Independent Colleges of Indiana IN 13,548,450 3
42. Brandeis University MA 13,299,012 41
43. Pennsylvania State University PA 12,965,449 97
44. Citizens Scholarship Foundation of America MN 12,856,038 70
45. University of Maryland Foundation MD 12,327,769 40
46. University of Southern California CA 12,171,904 88
47. Boston University MA 11,968,380 58
48. University of Nebraska Foundation NE 11,663,898 18
49. George Washington University DC 11,117,998 49
50. Rochester Institute of Technology NY 10,906,200 17

Total $1,326,207,948 4,849

Source: The Foundation Center.

Note: Higher Education grants are also included in the Education table.

*Based on a national sample of 1,016 U.S. larger private and community foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total giving), 
grants of $10,000 or more. For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file. The 
search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for activities classified in this 
topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is included in Education, 
Higher Education, and Arts.
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