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Top 50 U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants for Arts and Culture, circa 2002*

Foundation Name State Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. Lilly Endowment Inc. IN $110,588,316 143
2. The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation NY 94,952,350 229
3. The Ford Foundation NY 65,337,029 363
4. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation WA 55,028,832 30
5. The Annenberg Foundation PA 51,058,326 64
6. The Packard Humanities Institute CA 29,986,966 34
7. Freedom Forum, Inc. VA 27,848,360 33
8. The Pew Charitable Trusts PA 26,047,000 31
9. The Kresge Foundation MI 25,025,000 37

10. The Regenstein Foundation IL 23,500,000 5
11. John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation IL 22,223,000 90
12. The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation CA 22,025,636 117
13. The Starr Foundation NY 20,756,500 115
14. The Brown Foundation, Inc. TX 19,532,720 95
15. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation NJ 19,488,944 13
16. The Rockefeller Foundation NY 18,976,774 202
17. Skirball Foundation NY 18,147,000 23
18. Righteous Persons Foundation CA 17,725,387 13
19. The New York Community Trust NY 17,710,054 355
20. Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation NY 16,300,000 116
21. John S. and James L. Knight Foundation FL 16,106,300 57
22. The Christensen Fund CA 15,814,998 20
23. The William Penn Foundation PA 15,702,348 78
24. Doris Duke Charitable Foundation NY 15,427,750 15
25. The James Irvine Foundation CA 14,815,000 57
26. Ford Motor Company Fund MI 14,708,483 154
27. J. Paul Getty Trust CA 13,835,176 129
28. Hall Family Foundation MO 13,742,500 17
29. Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation IL 13,668,172 110
30. Verizon Foundation NY 13,087,528 199
31. Carnegie Corporation of New York NY 12,845,000 147
32. The Shubert Foundation, Inc. NY 12,475,000 277
33. The Sidney Kimmel Foundation PA 12,240,866 6
34. The Greater Kansas City Community Foundation and Affiliated Trusts MO 12,163,373 48
35. The McKnight Foundation MN 11,240,000 94
36. Bank of America Foundation, Inc. NC 11,197,234 323
37. The Freeman Foundation NY 10,602,559 49
38. Houston Endowment Inc. TX 10,470,350 90
39. SBC Foundation TX 10,450,000 86
40. The San Francisco Foundation CA 10,352,806 142
41. The George S. and Dolores Dore Eccles Foundation UT 9,670,602 109
42. The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation GA 9,581,798 78
43. Amon G. Carter Foundation TX 9,389,368 11
44. The Wortham Foundation TX 9,300,500 40
45. AT&T Foundation NY 9,198,650 246
46. Perry and Nancy Lee Bass Corporation TX 9,014,000 3
47. Edward C. Johnson Fund MA 8,983,990 48
48. Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund CA 8,967,750 20
49. The Philadelphia Foundation PA 8,746,300 69
50. The Wallace Foundation NY 8,665,000 18

Total $1,054,721,595 4,848

Source: The Foundation Center.
*Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,005 larger U.S. foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest 
ranked by total giving). For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file. 
The search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for activities 
classified in this topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is 
included in Education, Higher Education, and Arts.
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