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Top 50 Recipients of Foundation Grants for Science and Technology, circa 2004*

Recipient Organization State/Country Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. Indiana University Foundation IN $53,015,000 2
2. National Academy of Sciences DC 36,030,214 44
3. Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) CA 32,964,733 1
4. Carnegie Mellon University PA 22,819,228 18
5. Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences CA 21,260,000 7
6. Donald Danforth Plant Science Center MO 15,292,694 6
7. Westminster College MO 12,539,016 1
8. California Institute of Technology CA 11,994,802 21
9. Oregon State University OR 11,182,238 4

10. Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse PA 10,200,000 7
11. University of Texas TX 7,372,417 69
12. Salk Institute for Biological Studies CA 7,361,105 21
13. Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution MA 6,777,398 5
14. Massachusetts Institute of Technology MA 5,998,277 21
15. Astrophysical Research Consortium WA 5,400,000 1
16. Texas A & M University TX 5,059,200 53
17. University of California CA 5,034,940 56
18. SETI Institute CA 5,016,667 4
19. Ball State University Foundation IN 4,999,000 1
20. Metanexus Institute on Religion and Science PA 4,850,000 3
21. Rice University TX 4,743,850 25
22. American Committee for the Weizmann Institute of Science NY 4,260,000 17
23. Smithsonian Institution DC 4,112,707 5
24. Stanford University CA 3,879,515 25
25. Mote Marine Laboratory FL 3,839,896 2
26. Science Service DC 3,545,000 5
27. Clarkson University NY 3,500,000 1
28. Marine Biological Laboratory MA 3,430,792 11
29. University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center TX 3,385,000 31
30. Federation of American Scientists Fund DC 3,000,000 2
31. Institute of Computer Technology CA 2,876,683 10
32. Baylor College of Medicine TX 2,850,000 7
33. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign IL 2,663,915 10
34. Union of Concerned Scientists MA 2,600,000 20
35. J. Craig Venter Institute MD 2,500,000 1
36. Memphis Bioworks Foundation TN 2,290,000 10
37. University of Hawaii HI 2,259,417 3
38. University of Iowa Foundation IA 2,253,268 3
39. Dibner Institute for the History of Science and Technology MA 2,050,858 2
40. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory NY 2,006,419 20
41. University of Florida Foundation FL 2,000,001 1
42. Center for Resource Economics/Island Press DC 2,000,000 1
43. University of the South Pacific Fiji 2,000,000 1
44. Colorado Institute of Technology CO 2,000,000 2
45. Ecological Society of America DC 2,000,000 3
46. Creighton University NE 2,000,000 3
47. American Association for the Advancement of Science DC 1,994,045 10
48. Midwest Research Institute MO 1,758,850 5
49. American Littoral Society NJ 1,723,000 7
50. Public Library of Science CA 1,684,350 3

Total $366,374,495 591

Source: The Foundation Center.
*Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,172 larger U.S. foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total 
giving and the top ten foundations in each state). For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not 
included in the file. The search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for 
activities classified in this topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is 
included in Education, Higher Education, and Arts.
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