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Top 50 U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants for Arts and Culture, circa 2009 

 

 Foundation Name Foundation State Total Dollars Awarded No. of Grants

1. The American Art Foundation, Inc. NY $ 110,924,000 2

2. Lucasfilm Foundation CA 59,202,358 8

3. The Annenberg Foundation CA 57,758,295 147

4. Donald W. Reynolds Foundation NV 53,483,881 15

5. The Packard Humanities Institute CA 52,097,961 33

6. Ford Foundation NY 50,831,949 200

7. The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation NY 46,057,669 111

8. The Freedom Forum, Inc. DC 41,514,520 13

9. Arison Arts Foundation FL 35,675,771 15

10. Greater Kansas City Community Foundation MO 28,709,368 262

11. The Kresge Foundation MI 24,835,716 49

12. The Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc. NC 24,060,486 530

13. Gilder Foundation, Inc. NY 23,595,000 26

14. Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust NY 23,350,000 91

15. Leon Levy Foundation NY 22,749,652 51

16. The James Irvine Foundation CA 20,894,590 137

17. The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation CA 20,596,415 124

18. John S. and James L. Knight Foundation FL 18,570,897 66

19. The JPMorgan Chase Foundation NY 16,603,452 329

20. The Shubert Foundation, Inc. NY 16,592,500 347

21. The Grainger Foundation Inc. IL 15,327,500 11

22. The William Penn Foundation PA 15,306,132 69

23. David H. Koch Charitable Foundation KS 15,000,000 1

24. The Sherman Fairchild Foundation, Inc. MD 14,345,000 9

25. Eli & Edythe Broad Foundation CA 14,258,989 27

26. BP Foundation, Inc. TX 14,087,197 22

27. The San Francisco Foundation CA 13,889,245 316

28. Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee, Inc. TN 13,639,799 54

29. Edward C. Johnson Fund MA 13,517,656 22

30. Skirball Foundation NY 13,300,102 36

31. Dunard Fund USA, Ltd. DE 13,132,395 18

32. The Manton Foundation NY 13,092,500 5

33. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation WA 12,922,545 7

34. J. Paul Getty Trust CA 12,599,660 69

35. The New York Community Trust NY 12,240,701 320

36. The Walt and Lilly Disney Foundation CA 12,165,000 5

37. Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation MO 12,010,983 80

38. Lilly Endowment Inc. IN 11,965,749 32

39. The Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation, Inc. NC 11,553,917 244

40. Amon G. Carter Foundation TX 11,288,157 23

41. MetLife Foundation NY 10,835,000 127

42. The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation IL 10,212,500 53

43. Ernest and Rosemarie Kanzler Foundation MI 10,000,000 1

44. Fidelity Foundation MA 9,572,562 65

45. Dr. Gerald J. and Dorothy R. Friedman Medical 
Foundation, Inc.

NY 9,347,250 9

46. Hess Foundation, Inc. NJ 9,330,104 33

47. The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation NY 9,204,500 60

48. The Robert W. Wilson Charitable Trust NY 9,187,958 14

49. Ford Motor Company Fund MI 9,182,627 49

50. The Cleveland Foundation OH 9,010,028 79

            Total  $ 1,109,630,236 4,416

Source: The Foundation Center, 2011. Based on all grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,384 larger U.S. foundations (including 
800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total giving). For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in 
the file. The search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for activities classified in 
this topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is included in Education, 
Higher Education, and Arts.
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